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A Sesnce Fiction Publication, ghost-edited by Farnsworth ‘Jea-
ver Tright, aka FJiclermen., 6475 Met Stn, Tos Ingeles 55,
VOICE OF THL IMAGI-LIATIOF, sla VOM, :47. Oect '45, 1Bc, 715

Ricturettes "swarking™ the ish, lus the abttractive Table of Con-
tents desi-n, were done by Jack /iedenbeck.  VWith the exception of tThe
evien individusl om 9, which is the dinitial ertvisticontribution ©o
fendom of Hollywoodsmozel "Lorelei". Dcugherty, incicently, volunteerd
the very fine stencil job on ‘jiedenbeck's fronfispiece.

Comes now &
confession of morel wvur.ituce. T have never rejected a Letter to Vom
because T dissgreed with it, because it aticclt me _ersonly or somé one
or some thing I cared sbout, or because I thot it woud offend someons
vkose opinion matterd to me, Vom's 0licy is--for better or worse--io
nmirror fandom. To sive some fans enuf words & they'll chokc themselves.
Tell...for this issue & letter was submit teé that, coming from the in-
dividual it 4id & at the time it did, frenkly flebbergasted me, It was
untruc, untimely & unnccessary, Its publicstion would only Ifan old
feudal flames, Lrocisitate a big row & waste & lob of s.ace, It was as
tho onc were to ick u, tomoro's neus.a cr 0 find & hesdline question-
ing the guilt of Esurtmenn,...vithout introducing any mnew avidence in
the Lindbergh Casec, The lebtter included Gthat old bromide "I darc you
to print this!", which wears _retty thin after 8 yrs &  crennial darcs.
T wes distrest bubt Vom's Jolicy dictated I coud do no other thing Than
bring out the letter, Other individvals, Ilcarning of it & reading
it »rior to publication, urged men aciions m.on me: To reject it be-
cause its author had admitted hefors witnesscs that he rsalized it was
in error in seversl im_ortent ros,ects; (0 s.ike the suthor, who Ce-
sired only notorieiy, by _ublishing his letter but withholding Dbis
name; to stabts kiddinsly that the audhor of the letter had been Glscov-
erd to be the sepfonym of & certain other fen, whoss accusations woud
not be tsken scriously; to s_oonerize the "ex_ osge™; to cram the article
onto the stencil--illegibly; to "ecrowd itv out"--jermanenily; ©bGo Dbreak
~olicy & refuse to print it--for the benefit of <fandom. The author
nimerself seve me to unferssand that heceh woué rotract hissr article
U0 LY TeGuesSt. This T ex lsinG I coud not do. HNexthdng I'd be wri-
ting first this fan & then &.af, recuesting they kill some lebttcr, ar-

gumcnc or opinion wi.iech I flt woud be had for fandom. Vom is iere
to refleet the thots of fandom--not the ideas of the ublisher,int edi~
torial inbocrjection now & then is as far as I'll go in, as _.&art of fan-
dom, putting in uy 5 gonses! worth to neutrelizec come wmistaken notion.
Ltoyvway--IT let 2 fens look over this leister-in-guestion, vaguelw sus-
pccebing thelr intontions: Which were, to tear up the levter. While I
stool by, uttering protcsting sounds--but not very loudly. Was I wrong?
Tag I wcak? T have not recited this somewhat shameful story (o arousec
your curiosity co a pueak as to THAT vhe lciter coud have been about--
beuter Go forges it. Many fane heve talkté like Dutch Uncles to the of-
fending fan & he sceomsg o have become rcconcilecd to the opinion that i
woud have been inadvisablc for his letter to have a eard. 3till---as a
guitc o the futvre--if I get & 1lebber T sincercly believe is insin-
cere & intended only o gosd somc one, some group, SOme m&g, Some GLing
or ovher,..what showd my decision be? To rejeeh or not to rejcClteascss

COVIR reprinted from Avstrelisn [rvomag Fertinent, by ROSALLIY HOR-
TON.Fg 4: RLINSBIRG--Snow job witlh hoar frost, ~oR=--0f ideas he suf-

dC
fers no dearth, read & get your Words' worth! 7: LILvans--waXes Lvan-
escent ; RAYM«~His rosiest _redictions have bvrdded; WILLMORTH----ILetituce
cultivate letvuce from Anglofans. 8§: TIGRINA--Lnd then tihiere was G h e
clock-eyed time-niece that got all wound uy because it was accused o f
“racticing watch-craft., 9: GREINILAF-~"11 Oclock 3cholar" (It is Teter
Than U Think!); SW_ARY--TThis letter gpeelis for itself"--T. 0. Slosne--
LANEY--Psyeh & ye shall find. 10: GIB30N--Dopole s racne von deutslnd?

HEZT ISSUD 8TH ANNIVORSARY !
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MARK REINSBERG, go-director of the Chicon, gd-
,7 itor of Ad Astre (a topagtch fammas of ifs time) cheoks in
a4 with his first fo Yom in § years. From Luzops The
g’ o war's end made me (all of us, I guess) feel incredibly old,
D hut When I think how passe the idea of atomic power was even in
f\ it the dawn days of fandom, and when I read all the "lay" com-

ment, since the inevitable became the actual, I can only
smile and wonder whether one is better-off to have "out-
grown" science fiction and the fraternity of fellow-
enthusiasts,
Every once-in-awhile, my thoughts recur to the days of the o0ld LASFL,
to the "X" Aect, to the night at Coney Island after the Nycon, to the Fall, 1939
Philly conference (and indeed, to the whole Philly crowd--kadle, Rothman, Agnew, and
others whose names hover just below the horizon of my recollection), I recall the
0ld excitement of publishing and being published in the fan-press, of meeting big
names end cenverting them to the roll call of friends, I think of people like George
Tullis and Fred Shroyer, Jack Darrow aond Charlie Hornig, of 4o, of course, and Mor=-
ojos &nd vividly of Bob Hoy Ping Pong, of "Doc" Lowndes, Moskowitz, Sykora, Julie Un-
ger, and--well, this sort of thing could go on for pages.
1 think one of my biggest
thrills in fendom was when I added MADGE #1 (Mom of Vom) to my fanzine shelf,
It
seems to be another "Where ere the snows of yesteryear?"

If all the former fans, now
extinot from that fan world known as "mctivity"--if all the ancient and hoery enthus-
iasts could have preserved their enthusiasm, how much more meaning there would be now
in returning to the fold, But reading a shest like FANEWS is like looking upong
(ggpg! the Hoy Ping influence - pardon, please - shoud read upon) the earth we now
know &s it will Be a miIi¥on years from nows Yess it is the same planet, but ohl the
change. Still it is comforting to see such landmarks es 4e, Tucker, and a handful of
the "old guard".

I smile when I'm reminded of Speer's (I think it was Speer's) re-
mork somewhere on "the barbarien invasion (in fandom) from 18936 to..." I forget what
other date, That puts Korshak & myself in the marauder category. 1 guess we wgre
barbarians,at that! But I wonder., Are we now to be considered "old" fans?

I think
the most valuable and most enduring part of the whole essociation of fans is the per-

sonnl friendships formed, #
| A brief uote fron Stefoows' Publigher, JACK SPEER, of
6229 Unjvorsity ligym (oops! the Raym influonce--sh8ud'read lay.) Seattlo B, Hash:
The last two Voms (44 & 45) 67€ 50 comment- rovoking that you're not likely to lack
moterial for some.time now. But it looks like in your extremity you published quite
e bit of moterial in these last few that should have been edited out; in partiocular,
passages in my own letters, which were merely personal, to-the-editor, or trivial.
Yooh, I know I objected to editing which changes what a guy says or the way he says
it, But simply excising unreleted matter shouldn't cause any harm. This present
letter is going to call for a lot of excisingl
Congratulations on saying "Shade of
«es The Mon Who Could Varnish" in the singular, (This is probly the kind of triviata
Jack means oughtta be ¢liminabed--but how oan I kill™Sush Asks-Boosting Crade) ™~ ™
Ron
lane having brot up Time Must Have a Stops perhaps I can bring Dick Brewsr in for a
brief appearance again, Wrote he recently, "The whole thing is shoddy I realize now,
The beginning is fairly amusing satire. The end, a loose, incongruous religious ex-
postulation preying on all the usual psychological fears and weskmessess, setting up
an-insollestuni-myssiedism (that said nothing) an ostensible solution as the solution
by suggestion alene, unethical and the whole thing completely lacking aertistry."
2 He~
wott's letter sets me athinking. I guess the mind can be divided any number of ways.
Tive most often divided it into ahbi lity (including knowledge) and will, the will be-
ing what's lacking in so many of our young intellectuals, But of course knowledge
end intelligence can also be separated. What the intelligence tests measure usually
involves a modicum of knowledge, but there must be a basic factor, perhaps reducible
to a readiness of connections between neurones or perhaps to & superior organizetion
(whieh latter might be acquired), which is to knowledge as length is to widthe-
independent of ity yet interacting with it to determine the size of the result,
la-
noy expects Washingtonts idealism to lead him into bitter disillusiomment. I don't
doubt that idealists often do get bitter disillusionments, but I have a theory which
seys it isn't necossary, Attend: Thers is the world, and there is what we want to
do to the world--"will" again, Disillusionment must refer to facts, Facts refer to
the world, But idealism is a condition of the will, a wholly separate thing, and
therefore immune to disillusionment.
The catch, of course, is that the person may
will to do what he later decides is impossible because of the faotuel situation.
la-
noy's commonts on literature open the way for an all-out discussion of the function
of the cultural heritage for & generally educated man. But rather than duplicate
other readers' remarks, I will just say that I would not willingly give up Prescott's
Perus Motley's Dutch Republioc, or Parkmon's Jesuits in Nerth America, even if their
viowpoints are antiquated. There may be perfeetly valid viewpoints from whioh hie-
tory can be written, but from which no present-day historien can write because the
spirit of the times makes it impossible,
: Now to the British Section, Stf Sociamlist
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International --of which I hepe to be considered a member, since I'm
glad the UK went socialist and wish the US would head a lot further left thet it is,
But tod?y I'd like to look at the other hand (you see, I'm a liberal before I'ma
loftist).

In Europe there is no slack left. If they chose a wrong or difficult path
now, those countries would almost certainly fall into internal strife and starvetion.
They have to play safe and teke socialism, socialism as it is now,

But America. com-
pared to the Qld World, is still a wide-open country, There's room for a lot of dif-
ferent possibilities here, and our surplus-goods economy makes it possible to play
with first one and then another, I think we should, because the best answer; the
best economic system for Western man to live under, hasn't been disccvered yet.

There
are many velues, among the most cherished by Anglo-Suxons, which will be largely lost
under socialism,

We in this ocountry have a long tradition of idealizing the sover-
eign individual, master of his own destiny and able to accomplish great worls in the
meterial and human world, That ideal has been weekened in the past fifty years, but
it isn't lost, end if it should be lost, much of the best in our literature and folk-
lore would become meaningless, Socielism, I believe, greatly narrows the channels in
which individualism can eperate, and the state of mind that must accompany socialism
is hostile %o the ideal in the form we know it.

Americen capitalism produces injus-
tiee for meny and wealth and power for unserupulous bastards or lucky fools, But it
elso produces a type of tough-minded man who has proved to be the world's best at
getting things done whon they have to be domne.

Aside from the world-striding indivi-
dual, our "American wey of life" provides a remarkeble amount of freedom for the com-
mpn man, Freedom to starve, you say? Less than in the 0ld World, thanks to our
groat national wealth (which is based on more than a plenitude of natural rosources).
But fresdom for a grect deal more, There are not many other parts of the planet
where e man could cheerfully sell his home and sink all his money in trensporting
himself and family and goods to a distant city where he has no definite promise of
employment, aand whence Government policy may desire emigration (citing Al égh}gy).

It
is more than Little Orpan Annie custard, that people when they know they have to make
a go of a bad situation may triumph over handiceps whereas under a welfare economy
they would become disvent ented public charges. It is more than Chamber of Commerce
chatter, that competition keeps people on their toes., It is more than sweatshop pro-
paganda, that Americans show up to better advantage in work (whose hours it is de-
sired to reduce) than in leisure. It is not just an NAM eredo, that idleness should
net be encouraged.

Perhaps if I had a family to worry about, I'd be less interested
in freedom and more in scouriily. But whenever I hoer "security" nowadays, I think of
that natien of rentiers and what happened to their precious security in 1940,

The
Spielraum of our freedom is much greater than that of the common Russian or Belglan
or Englishman, Perhaps within the playing-space there are more obstructions, more
opportunitios to come a eropper., But if a man has the resiliency that our system
tends to develop, he can fail in many things and still end up better off than his Eu-
ropean counterpart,

Judged by the brute stanndard of survival value, the indivudual
produced by America is better than the person produced by Buraesia, The question is,
will the gystem lead him into disasterf®

That there will be fascism in our locse-
jointed country I think is wery unlikely. I can't see America heading into disaster
any more than I can really believe humaenity is going to blow itself up with the atom-
jic bomb and worse, Youd hes to go by what he knows in predicting "of course ,.. an
uncompromisingly capitalist path" for the USA, and eventual fascism, But meking pre-
dictions about a foreign country's internal affairs is one of the riskiest games there
is, TUsually the best you can do is pick out authorities who seem to agree with what
you know ebout the people, and then take their word on the prospects, But I don't e-
grec with the Marxistic writers whom I suppose Sam is adopting.

At least, I can point
to a number of developments that may work together to take us on o different path
than Youd forecests,

A generation has grown up under Roosevelt ideology. They, and
the rest of the people as well, are used to the idea of using government as an instru-
ment to control the economic powers that be. When a crisis comes, such as a depres-
sion, they will unhesitetingly demand that the Govornment do some thing about it,
¥Wthat the capitelists' managers do in such a case is confuse the masses as to what
should be done and exert preossurc on the men in key positions to thwart the demands
of the Left., This is a game which thyy ocan't keep up forever; short of fascism they
must make large concessions which will add up to a secular trend, %For what the peo-
ple will ean never fail; 'Gainst this the gates of Hell shall not prevail,l

Capital-
istic power depends on great accumulations of wealth and concentrations of cod:£ol.
The nooessary basis for this is excessive profits, The Federal Governmont has been
fighting o running battle against them in this since the Democrats ceme to power, not
to mention the liberal period a quarter century earlier, I hesitate to mention co-
operatives because somehow, up to now, they have exerted nothing like a revolutionary
influenoce, Nevertheless it is netable that mueh left-wing attention is now being
concsntrated on them (due in Wyliefs ocase to dissatisfaction with close government
control of cconomics as demonstrated during the war,) 1If the 8o~ops succeed only in
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tueir immediate objectives, they will have gone a long way towanrd
redistributing economic power,

Also, the individual man may become better able and
inclined to deal with the forces affecting his liberty, The decentralization predic-
ted by Simak, meking the individual household more independent, may breed anew Ameri-
cans who refuse to come to terms with exploiters, A great raising of the level of
living, almost certain as a result of wartime improvements in production, can streng-
then the position of the striker, Education, not only formal, but learning from ex-
perience and conversation the ways of governmsnt and business, may make the commen
men better able to pin down responsibility for things. It is even possible that the
capitalists may weke up someday and decide that there am better things to work for
than government-regulated power and unconsumable wealth,

None of these possibilities
has to come in perfect fulness. Even in partial form, they support each other., And
I think that the result will be to find a better adjustment of common needs and indi-
vidual freedom than Europoan socislism is likely to achieve, It would be strange if
there were nothing better to be found than Marxism,

I see Sam regards the Political
hotion Committec as the sole agency thatmry divert us from our dark destiny, I look
ot PAC in a different light, As leng as it has little but labor support, I'1l consi-
der it primarily a counterpoise to the undue influence of big and little business in
the government. ILabor still shows itself too narrowly selfish (remember that it's
not the majority here that it is in western Europe) to be a much better bet for com-
plete power then big meney. For true statesmanship, we must look to men like Henry
Winllacey Claude Pepper, and other liberals such as those who are taking over many
cnvrches. And to that marvelous mechanism of democracy which takes in irrational
prefudicesy boss-delivered votes, crackpots, vested interests, hidden machinatf{ons,
st rry-eyed idealism, common sense, and & minority of independent enlightened think-
ing, nd turns out a reasonably good public poliey.

. I'm strongly on Forry's side in
the interpolations to the first part of Youd's letter, His position seems to amount
to an edoption of the theory that all morality is socisl, There is no such thing, in
this view, as isolated goodness; there is only that which contributes to the greatest
good of the greatest number of other people (I could carry this out to a reductio ad
absurdum, but it wouldn't prove anything for practical purposes).

Even if this theory
viere true, it might be desireble in practice to set up individual standards, rules of
cc¢nduet, to hold to, Otherwise we could become & race of temporizers, little-white-
liars, glossers-over, Tripolis, Robbing Hoods, peace-at-any-pricists, debasers of
art, and three-wise-monkeys, coddling the faults that are as much causes of man's
troubles as are oconomic forees,

But how can thers be a general good without indiv-
iduel goodness?t This sort of communalized morality may be natural to the citizen of
e country undergoing a revolution, but in a transatlentic debate Sam ought to take =
larger look, He here seems to equate "good" with "happiness", and, it would appear,
both with mere physical welfare and mental tran-uillity. In doing so, he seems to
have lost the benefit of a century of English thought.

Somewhat surprised to hear
that the Australian press also is full of anti-labor propaganda, Unfortunately,
there have been too many incidents to feed that propaganda mill--things like laborers
refusing to unload & ship in a war zone because of somo dispute about psy, so that
soldiers had to do it instead, Now that the war's won, such things are no longer so
important, but while it was touch and go to hold the line, people had a right to get
sore, It does reveal a defect in the laborite mentality, There should be a lot more
criticism of this kind of thing from within labor,

Gunner Gibson seems to be refer-
ring to the San Francisco Conference in his gloomy final paragraph., Recently a UW
pro sssor who attended the Conference for a while opened a talk on it with the state~
.t that the press coverage was atrocious, After hearing him, I was inclined to a-
grug. The press probably figurcs it can't interest its audience in the routine con-
struztive work of committees, where the large ara of agreement is evident, so it con-
centrates on the few spectacular disagreements, thus creating a criminelly false im-
pression of the way things went,

Parr on emotions. Maybe we don't mean gquite the
same thing by the word, but I haove alweys pretty much equated "emotions" with that
"will" that I mentioned a few pages back, If emotions doesn't mean that, if it re-
fers only to the physiological states of anger, etc, then so-called "emotional" judg-
ments are often not dependent on emotions at ell, but on a built-up complex of dis-
likes.,

Parr is ashamed because he "didn't get one of the 156 names" Kepner listed.
Hohe 1 didn't get probably a dozen. Idioms are fumny things. Put that semantically
empty (sce “"Barrier™) word "a" in front of "ono" and the meening is greatly changed,

Is Mesle supposed to be writing about actual people he knows of? It sounds like
Jjust another description of that mythical character, Joe Fann,
I disbelieve in tele-
pathy,

Dunkelbergert!s letter was apparently written during the time that he had the
mpladresse to cempaign ageinst me openly. There is not much point in carrying the
discussion further whon e man is such a fool that he can't tell yes from no, Liter-
~%e repders who have bothered to follow the debate need nothing further said. Anyone
~lse who cares three cents about it is invited to write me,

Concerning interpolation
ebout Wee Willie being 16 or 17--does anybody know exactly? Somebody in LA told me
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that Watson overstated his age to begin with, and was 17 years old for
umpteen menths. If your interpolation implies a confusion of Honig with Wa?aon, you
misunderstand, I know those two guys are separate; I've seen 'em, I'm asking who
laliano is. (Hist! Sefor Maliamo ist Herr Wilholm Watson.)

scie into Tendril I ot 526 § Bixals L Lh
oune sgientifictionist who has moved info Tendril Towers ﬁﬂ. ; ’ ’
Lreaks fis attle Greek silence %o sav (Ly fhe WAy, EAS Hamo is EEBvens): Although

I must admit that I have negleoted your sterling fanzine for the past couple of

years -- and the resulting loss was ell mine, I well know - since I errived in the
boautiful city of LA I havo had the extreme pleasure of becoming once more acquainted
with this greatest of all letter-fanzimnes (bcigg'g as itt's Egg gg;y one, I &gggpg the
Vompliment in the spirit inm which it's meant):

P sl 4 Sing et The last three issues especially have
been very enjoyable to me. I got quite a kick out the varlous letters (whatcho meen,
"kiok oul the yarious letfers"? If I did that, therc woudnt bo any contentsi), an
only wish that I wos one of those quick-quippy writers that could maks with the puns
like yourself and others (U'rs just waiting for quips that never come in, eh?). But
alas, I'm just a prosaic sert of guys ovon though 1 do sometimes try o little verse,
which is not prose, is it? (Riddle: Why arc Amazipe Adventuros & Fanbestic Storvs
pro's? Ans.: Bgoguge thev goud not be yerse!)

this fan vs, stefnate argument, Not W\\,/“ﬁb
talking about.s To me, a fon is a ,

must have been oround here lately.) B Sure U don't mean Beer Stei
After oll, what difference does it L;gﬁ§ moke whother one 13 a fan of fan-
dom or a fan of fanning or & fan of \%::j fans or a fan period?((or g fan in
o come,) If he is a fen he is in- 4 teresting for another fan"to €alk
£0™2Z7n5 long as their conversation sticks to fanning, Outside of thut, what o fan
thinks or does or believes should be his own business, says I. I like all fans ~—
as fans, Whether I like them as persons or net is something else entirely, that 1is
entirely outside the reolm of fandom, and none of fandom's business? Am I right?
(Gonsult "Skeets" O!'Frania.)

Especially have I been interested in
that I understand what they are

fan is a fan is a fan (Gert Stein
(Sure U don't mean Beer Stein?)

I was sorry to see that since he left LA my friend
Jimmy Kepner has evidently lowered his stondards to the oxtent of associnting with
certain low charancters like o certain unmentioneble in the lower part of Illinocis.
(If there was a lower part of Illinois, that certain ummentionable character would
probably inhabit it, becouse he is one of the lowest parts of thet otherwise great
state.) (Careful he doesnt Box your ears about 260 times.) So be careful, Jimmy,
with whom you associate on your trip Fast. "You'II"wind™up, if you're not careful,
associating with people like me and Aokermen. - (U may insult me, if U like, but
please don't imsult my friend Eyens!) s, eEdnane uld |
So, oh mighty and magnificent Sergeant, I hope
you will forgive me for my remissnesses of the past, and some of these days I will
sit me down and compose for you a masterful piece of writing such as you have never
before had the pleasure of throwing into your sterling wastebasket. : (Vom deals in

some pretty hot lotters, but pleasel no sterlin' goods!)
_ IHE RAYM writes from
CLO House, 227 Washington St, Gainesville, Fla: My rosiest predictions about s-f

coming into its own seem to be nome too optomistic. There are countless references
to stf characters or predictions in the moroe conventional publications, Is moon-
flight far off% Not nearly as far-off as it scemed in 1940, when I wns at my most
enthusiastic state of assimilation,
But I am rather inective just now, and have
been to months, ACOLYTE eand VOM are the only nan-FAPA fanzines I subseribe to just
now; my oorrespondence within the field is too limited to suit even me; and procti-
cally all my publishing is done within FAPA. Of course, I never allow my NFFF meme-
borship to lapse. One of my long-standing ambitions is to put out an independent
supseription fanzine, by mysolf. If I had a good piece of duplicating squipment, and
if I could solicit subsoribors so that more thon one~half of the cost could be paid,
I believe 1'd make the attempt, in spite of my lack of time, Ah, well, no one con
say for certain what the future holds,
It!'s evident, of course, that New York and
Los ingeles are the two fan centers of the nation, Now that the Second World War is
over, when are you going to hold the Pocificon? (Egte '56.)
"7 7T Let me close with o
pun for all good little Ameriocan Aryans in the stfield:
"For the Forry we will Yive!"
PeSes I ren across this recently ...
i "Deah Acky, which art in khaki,
Trumpeted be thy name;
Thy doy will come;
Thy will be done
In pro's, as it is in foreines,.." #

fields, writes from his old heme, Cho-
don Falls, Wasgh:
Follwoing Warner's

suggestion, if Widner could do such for FAPA, why not give him a Norey original to
do it for VoM, or insult the guy enough and you could start a fued in fandom again.

Ron lane, being the intent and serious fellow that he is, has certainly the
most reasonable and intelligent letter that I have seen in VoM for o long time., My
own correspondence with Ron has dribbled off into nothingness, but we certainly spent
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& lot more time discussing these pressing problems of today than any
stfictional items. It would be most appealing for you to cultivate these Britishers
letters, MNany, Many of those whom I have written to have expressed opinions thet are
muci more meture and well considered than those of most Amerifans that write VoM con-
stantly: Lane, Webster, DR Smith, et autres. Rosenblum, Medhurst, Brown and others
arc all the serious collector type, but for Ghu's sake VoM could stand some serious
collecting talk af'ter years of the slop that burbles around in it now. If e compari-
son were made between VoM and FIDO which are the two most ancient and honorable (%)
fan publications that ever were, you'd find them nearly the direct antithesis of each
othsr. You could lsarn an awful lot about fandom from VoM, but you ocould learn in-
definitely more about the serious business of golleoting from the pages of Rosen-
blum's hearthrob, You've got Lisbscher down there in LA now, Forrie, you should make
him kick through with some good book stuff for VoM such as finds its way into Chanti-
clair. I know that you and Searles are pretty much on outs bscause of the dirty
threat he made some time ago, but such stuff as he gets into the Fantasy Commentator
would certainly go over big in VoM, Laney has been getting collectors stuff in Aco-
lyte. Why mot wring e little of that out of him for VoM instead of that steady
stream over the frustration and inconsequentiality of fandom that he pours forth
enon. You should know plenty about the collectors engle yourself, beirg an old hand.
If there were a good discussion, I might piteh in a little myself although I'm a
lousy amatuer at the collecting trade. "It's all just a suggestion, but hows about
it, you slans? #
: :  Gus Willmorth suggests that a few book reports be inclu-~
ded in "The Voice of the Imagi-Nation". Very well, I will follow
the suggestion, and perhaps others of you will also write in giv--
ing your opinions on various books that you have read,

While
e browsing through PForrest!'s well packed book shelves, I espied a
HE volume entitled "Hallowe'en", by Leslie Burgess, (Hutchison & Co,

London & Melbourne, circa '41, 223 pgs.) The title sounded most eppropridaté ™ t6 In="
cIGde™in my reading for Octobery

Those who might expect the story, because of its
title, to deal with witches and hobgoblins, are foredoomed to disappointment, how-
evor, The story has its setting in the isolated ancestral home of the Dane family,
in Scotland. Replete with vivid descriptions of Scotland's scenic beauty, plus some
brozd scoteh dialogue, the tale is as scottish as bagpipes & glen plaid, Although
well written, the story seems commonplace enough at the beginning, and concerns a new
bride from the lower scale of the soeial register, and her adjustment to her new life
with her husband, her mentelly deficient mother-in-law, her sister-in-law, and the
stoic, amszonian family housekeeper, the latter three of whom are unkindly disposed
toward the ncwcomer. :

The story is slow-paced at the beginning, containing only the
merest suggestion of anything sinister, and would not seem to be extraordinary fare
for the average fan's literary appetite. However, as the story progresses it becomes
more and more interesting, end builds up to a suspenseful climax.

After the midway
point in the book, the reader learns that the fact that the invalid mother-in-law has
e vast store of knowledge concerning old Scotech folk lore & customs concerning Hallo-
welen; that some of the important events in the Dene family history occurred on that
night, and that the climactic events of the story take place also on this fateful
night is the reason for the title of the book., Prior to that, the reader is apt to
wonder just why the story was entitled "Hallowe'en".

The book was well written, and
could easily be adapted for the screen, being classed as one of those "psychological"
£ilms which seem to be so well liked by the majority of theatre audiences today.

Frankly, I was just o wee bit disappointed in it because, from the title, I ox-
pocted something entirely different. However, 1 definitely do not feel that my time
wgs wosted., If you expect a grotesque, torrifying, or fantastic story, don't bother
%o read it, but if you enjoy a good, woll-written novel, I recommcnd "Hallowe'len", #

((Also apropos for mention this month is ALL HALLOWS! EVE, a new novel from England
by Chas Williems, ZLaney writes of it in the popular Banquets for Bookworms Dept of
the #1 fanmg, Acolyte: "...& story of London as seen by the souls of the dead, of
the sttempt of & magical adept to seize comtrol over both this world of spirits and
of our mundance oivilization, and of how the attempt is thwarted by the collaboration
of two young women, one dead and one living...tremendously powerful and well-done,"
203 pgs, by the "gifted British author of such masterpioces os jmensi and
The Ploce of the Lion". Other Williams works: "Descent into Hell" & "Shadows of Ee-
stcey". Any other bibliophiles lmow of any other titles? Couple copys ALL HALLOWS'
EVE aveilable, incidently, from Weaver Wright, 6475 Met Stn, Los Angeles 55, at $3.))

MQREEM&EQ&.%&LM%:MMMQ Mv&v&.mmua&in.
la, ®rofc: Roceived Vom 7744 and 345 about three weeks ago. However, schoolwork has

kept me quite busy of late,so that is why this lottor is late.(One dollar gets you
ton that Ack titles this lotter "Ten O'eclook Scholarfor something equally as foolish.)

Youlls prophecy is uncomfortably possible,but I think that the atomiec bomb may be
the first nnil in the coffin of capitalism.I hope so,at least.Capitalism has never
done mg any good,and probably,in the future,will do me very little good, if any. How-
cver,] don't approve of elimimating capitclism by force,for that isn't--+and shouldn't
be--the woy of a civilized race.

Mcsle,it seems,is one of those who are openminded
enough to look into telepathy and occultism before condemming it as being screwball
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stuff, Of course the screwballs have given the subject a bad name,but
is that any reason to condemn serious attempts to investigate occult phenomenafHow-
sver,I have eliminated the word "occult" from my vocabulary,along with "supernaturall
It is my theory tha® many so-called "supermtural" manisfestations are caused by live
ing creatures composed of pure force,or else,by multi-dimensional beings,or,perhaps,
by beings whizh are a combination of the two,
=W There are,in my opinion,several things
which science is at present unable to explain,but which can be explained by scierce-

Licktion, ' L

I wonder how many understood van Vogt's "World of A"? I wonder.too;how many
know what semanties is¥] don't. Perhaps I could understand the story.if I could ever
learn what "null--A" :s,and how in the hell a sclence which is supposed to deel with
the meanings of werds{scmanti¢s)could ever dominate all the others,like it does in
the story. As Richurd Alnutt pointed out, "World of null-a" is just the type of story
to drive a prospective reader awey from stf,,leaving him with the conviction that
it*'s "above his head! As for me,I'll stick to the fourth dimension.It's easier to un-
derstand(no tull,iy igt)s (Woll, that tekes the No Bull Prize!) %;A7<77ﬁ&4

Ihe sate from Southegbe, Cal--RICK SNEARY--punishes Vom's sic

poligy withe tho folowipe leter:s When I desided towrite you a
cople weeks ago I was going to complain like everthing, But time
hes softened me (this has happened to many a good brain) I guess.
The kick was about the size of Vom. ~(¥ou know, €hw two free one.)
liot the size of the paper, but the nomber of said papers. Four to a -
mag, and only 7 sides of thes used, Buy useing a slide-rule I
found that this made each page cost 2¢ and the cover 3¢, As I a-
gree with only 50% of what is said that makes hafe e page cost 2¢
of 4¢ a full pafe, :

{

Nt
.+~ Thet is what I wns going to say, but now I N \\\
don't feel so much like it, But why don't you put more stuff in it { \
for gosh sake???¥ But I think that it is the hihg priece and small = l‘? \
amount of stuff that put Vom so = low im thg Beowulf,. (Annual Poll : \i‘ \\\ \
conducted by Gerry de la Ree. Several mags proved more popular e sl @ e

o ot Bt Pk o s -~ e S Y] o P A
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i T e B Might I say that the letter from fans(?) '/ 77\
from other countries you use are not ment to make fans love one an-— hﬁﬁ_/‘ﬁg;
other, and think of the world as brother: That is except for HRE
Croutch., One APRoberts should go soak his head in one of Austra- ‘m't { N

lian  best water holes, That goodnes that all Austrailians aren't like him, W
there is dear comrade CYoud. It is o good thing that some people DON'T read Vom.
Think what the &uti Rusie people coud do with that letter, I think of my self
es some what of & optimist, and I don't think it looks good. . I have allways tryed
to make what Russia does seem allright so as not to get to fearing it liks most peo-
ple, but this kine of stuff., It's not like the bunk you read in the paper eather.
For you know that it is true. I have allways thought that fandom was made of bet-
ter stuff., To my way of thinking every man or fan has a right to sav what ever he.
feels like, but seying that he things his country may have to fight yours is going e

pet far, #
In 1ife, 2 ibiprs are gertein: Death & faxes. In Vom. it's a Letter

from laney (#% farn in the Beowulf Poll):s . In #44, Julian Parr did mot o a bad off- °
hand analysis of ma, However, the "isolationist typo of blindness' is largely de- *
liberate, 2nd is adnittedly by msans of coping with situations that are too much for
mee I can read and study widely, if I like, on the vast number of <isturding ele=
ments reaching out to throw mankind over the edge. On the other hond, it would be
extremly ensy for me to drive myself over an edge of some kind if T were t5 do so,
for a comprehensive investigation of our proteble future ean lead only to despair,
When 1t comes right down to it, there isn't much of anything any of us can do that
will help the situaetion. We are helpless pawns being shoved about cn some board in
e game which most of us apparently do not even realise is being ploycd. 8o rather
than knock myself out reading continually and talking continually cnd’ observing con-
tinually the approaching collapse of civilization, I pwfer to follow the main trords
in the newspaper, occasionally supplementing this with a copy of Megazine Digest,
and do the few things that are actually within my power to do towards helping, These
consist of regularly voting for the most liberal candidates with a reasonable chance
of being elected, refusing my participetion in reactionary groups or groups domina-
ted more or less by reactionaries, and in supporting all anti-capitel, pro-~labor
movements to what limited extent I can. (That 1s, I plug for labor in my conversa-
tiony and I positively refuse to cross any picket line.) But apart from this, there
is nothing I cen do--positively nothing--s0 I can see no valid reason for making mye
self miserable stewing ebout things. : 1 po 1
: I daresay Parr will consider this another
prime oxample of my "blatent selfishness"--so be it., And incidentally, somewhere in
the dim dark past I picked up an idea of the nature of motivations (I bel ieve in
some psych class, but I may have just read it somewhere else) which states definite-
ly thot all motivation is selfish. That is to say, the motiwation for an altruistic
action lies in the sclfish delight in which the altruistic person may feed his ego
with the thought of how unselfish and altruistic he is, At the extreme end of this,
we would find mertyrs. I wish I could remember where I got this idea (can dnyone
tell me?) but dnyway it so completely justified my previously existing selfishness
that I adopted it etonce, It certainly is the most logical explanation of the an-
tics of most "altruistie" people.

o And I will still maintein that all endeavor is
motivated, deliberately or subconsciously, by either the desire for self-prescrvao-
tion (moking o living) or the pursuit of pleasure, excépt of course some people are
able to combine these motivations in such a way as to love their work, "Pleasure"
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must be defined much more widely than Parr seems to be using the term. 1Is it
not possible to imagine the altruist gaining pleasure from his altruism?

And flaugh
to any "sense of duty", Motivations should be intrinsic rather than extrinsic--
people should be trained to get pleasure out of certain actions rather than perform~
ing them joylessly out of a "sense of duty".

Some of the people were wondering what
was listed in order to arrive at the total letters in VOM. If the item were listed
in the ToC, we counted it; if the issue lacked a ToC, we counted every letter, but
ignored two or three line squibs. Installments of serialised letters were counted
as full letters, due to the difficulty of picking them out from the rest without re-
reading all the file once more,

Jazz, says Ron Lane in #45, is "the ephemeral pro-
duct of an age without a background, sans religion and sans reason", "Jazz", says
Roger Pryor Dodge (in Jazzmen, Harcourt, Brace. 1939 $2.75 p. 339) "is no different
in spirit from any other folk music in the heyday of creation. In fact...the liveli-
ness and the ribald atmosphere surrounding most of the earlier classical music was
far more at odds with the more refined culture of the day than is Jazz contemporan-
eously." And Ezra Pound (A B C of Reading, Yale Univ. Press, 1934, p xii) "The au-
thor's conviction on this day of New Year is that music begins to atrophy when it de-
parts too far from the dance...Bach and Mozart are never too far from physical move-
ment," Lane talks very much in the same way that meny 18th century music critics
spoke of Beethoven. If enough of you are interested, I shall try to-persuade 4e %o
publish the salient features of a very able article in a 1941 Music and Rhythm which
to my mind completely explodes any idea as to the "value" of classical music. This
is not to say one should not be able to enjoy something without "value", but neither
should an art form be dismissed because it fails to measure up to certain purely ar-
bitrary and debatable notions of "disciplined,spiritusl content". And imagine quot-
ing Ruskin in 1945!

I hope, though, that Ron's ideas as tc the future scope of VOM
are acted on favorably.

Youd is completely right in his remarks on the effects of

"moral standards of goodness" upon the great mass of people. I hope that he is
wrong on his ideas about the future of the world, but I fear he is all too right. 1
believe it safe to say that America has stronger aseeds of fascism at this moment
than did Germany in 1925, and I believe furthermore that there is far less in the way
of resistance groups to such resetionaries than in the Reich at that time--since the
German communist party was so strorg as to be one of the major influences in the old
Republic, and the commies here most certainly are little more than an extremely
small, if quite noisy, minority. But just whet can any of us do about it? #

PFC JOE GIBSON, now at an Intellicencenter somewhere in Edropo: May Vom Fortu
reccived via latent pony express., Cover blasted my eyes out. Immediately after
flooding the tent with drool about JimE, there followed an assorted variety of drool
remarks about the kind of a guy who has all the luck, Daugherty--I brogue the sub-
ject. Uy, dt'yaknow, that's the very pusson who attempted to persuade me to remain
in LA and not ask for that fatal transfer to a wugged ole combat outfit! Heh!

That's one axe I got over his head. Crozetti didn't want me to either!

Fran laney--
what the devil did he look like§ Sort of lanky, wasn't he?--has my thanks for men-
tioning Scottwaddleyduck in a hybrid category by himself. I, too, like his jiggaboo,
because it is hybrid and not highbrow. To us guys who fit the buttles to save Gersh-
win and Varga from the Nazi loot galleries, such mentionables as RayScott are near to
the heart.

Even yet I am wondering what, if I were back there, my immediate inter-
ests would be. On science-fiction, I think. With so much of it becoming fact--and
science—~fictionists getting credit for foreseeing it, too--I believe I would be mak-
ing an endeavor to point out that, to keep ahead of the rest of the flock, stf will
heve to turn almost exclusively to themes of philosophic and socionomic nature. But
then I haven't seen a prozine lately.

Also, I've always had the desire to write a
little philosophy which pointed out that slans are exactly what the monks and the

Uthinkers" were to the Dark ™\ Ages, that in any analysis
of fandom pro writers and T, Pt n%} i artists should also be 1n-
cluded, and that the most N e L LT L AR o powerful weapon we have

# is our beliefs, and the age-old

with which to mould the future N €N\ /7 .

truth that the pen is mightier ”K \l 4@? s than the sword, Build your

ivory towers and people will = - ot want to live in them. There
S

is too much truth in that for us to treat it with cynicism,
don't you think?

Another thing, why did we ever take Tigrina so seriously? Is there
not something within her breast that burbles with mocking laughter at the thought of
ity She's a Witch, gentlemen, and a Heathen! There is maught for her but to be
burned at the stake! I wonder--did we burn hert I hope not. But if we did, I won-
der if there might be some way to take those ashes, to call up that spirit... #

K MARTIN CARLSQN débuts in Vom with a filler for a finale, He lives at 1028 3
Ave S, Noorhead, Minp: You really have a nice fanzine, King size mskes 1t more out-

stending than other fanzines., Joe (Gibson) does all right on those Litho covers too.
Perhaps some of the fen would like to see some covers showing those space ships land
ing on the plansts and a few planet-people approaching the ships.

VOM #45 had a
swell idea on f£iling fanzines, and it was just what I need. Mine have been piled up
in a stack on the floor. I found thet gingerale cases make swell file boxes. A 1it-
tle paint does wonders on them.
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